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VII. A Letter from Mr. Henry Baker, 
F. R. S. to the Prefident, concerning a 
new difcovered Sea-Infe£t, which he calls 
the Eye-fucker. 

SIR , 

Head March 8.TT WA S lately favoured with a Couple 
1 743-4- 0 f f ma n Sea-Infeds, by a Gentleman, 

who told me, they were found fixed by the Snout 
to the Eyes of Sprats; that they are often obferved 
flicking there, and may confequently be fuppofed to 
fuck their Nourilhment from thence. 

As I do not remember this Infe<Tr has been yet 
mentioned by any body, I hope I {hall be excufed 
for laying before you a fhort Defcription of it, with 
a Drawing thereof, as feen by the naked Eye, Tab. I. 
Fig. 2 . and another as magnified by the Microfcope, 
Fig. 3 . I fhall likewife beg Leave to diftinguilh it 
by the Name of Eye fucker, as that Name conveys 
an Idea of the Manner how it lives. 

The Length of this little Creature from End to 
End is near Three Inches, whereof the Head is about 
one Quarter-part. Its Body is fomewhat thicker than 
an Hog’s Brittle, and of a pleafant green Colour, 
A Gut feems running through it, and terminates at 
the Anus. The Head is light-brown, twice the 
Thicknefs of the Body, and of an oblong Figure, 
tapering towards the Snout. It has a Pair of fine 
fmall black Eyes, and a Couple of Holes, at fome 
Diftance forwards, which probably are its Noftrils. 
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But the moft remarkable Part of the Head is 
its Probofcis or Snout j which is nearly half its 
Length, and does not end in a Point, but fpreads at 
its Extremity with a confiderable Aperture. This 
Snout appears of an horny Subftance, and has, on 
every Side, feveral large Knobs or Protuberances $ 
whereby, when once infinuated into the Fifh's Eye, 
it muft necefifarily be fixed there, fo as not eaiiiy ro 
be removed. But this the Figure will more exprefi 
lively demonftrate. 

As the Infe&s, whence I take this Defcription, were 
dead and dry, it cannot poflibly be fo exaft and par¬ 
ticular } and is more liable to Miftake, than if they had 
been living. But I hope it may ferve to give fome 
Idea of this odd Creature, till a better can be ob¬ 
tained from fome curious Obferver, who may get a 
Sight of it alive. 1 am, with the utmoft Refpeft, 

SIR, 

Tour moft obedient humble Servant, 
MarchS. 1743-4. 


H. Baker* 


VIII. 




































































































































































































































